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Vo  the  tM^ayor  and  t %temhers 

of  the 

Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Lisfeard 


I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937. 


Statistics  and  Seda!  Conditions. 

Area  of  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  2,704  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident 

Population  (Midsummer,  1937)  ...  ...  4,138 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1937 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  1,215 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  ...  ...  £22,343 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £89  9s.  3d. 

Liskeard  is  a  Market  Town  and  the  Shopping 
Centre  of  a  large  Agricultural  District. 

A  large  Granite  Works  and  a  Wool  Combing 
Factory  employ  a  considerable  number  of  hands. 

Extent  of  Unemployment. 

I  understand  that  the  conditions  have  improved 
on  the  whole  during  the  year.  Various  Water  and 
Road  Improvement  schemes  have  absorbed  large 
numbers  of  the  younger  able  -  bodied  men.  The 
Building  trade  and  quarries  have  also  employed  on 
a  larger  scale. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births — 

M  ale. 

Female.  Total. 

Legitimate 

24 

39 

Illegitimate 

2 

1  3 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 

•  •  • 

...  u.47 

Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

14.9 

No  Still  Births  were 

5  recorded. 

Male. 

Female.  Total. 

Deaths — 

33 

31  64 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population 

..  u.83 

Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales 

12.24 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

0 

0  0 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

0 

0  0 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  under  One 

Year 

of  Age — 

All  Infants  per  i,coo  Live  Births  ...  ...  69.76 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  69.76 


Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  o 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  o 


There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year  1937. 

There  is  no  evidence,  statistical  or  otherwise,  that  unem¬ 
ployment  has  exercised  any  significant  influence  on  the  health 
or  physique  of  children  or  adults. 
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Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Male. 


Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  8 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  2 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Diseases  3 
Bronchitis  ...  ...  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  o 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  o 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  o 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  o 

Nephritis  ..  ...  2 

Premature  Births  . .  ...  2 

Suicides  ....  ..  1 

Violence  ...  ...  1 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ...  6 

Polio-encephalitis...  ..  o 

Influenza  ..  ...  1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  o 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ..  o 

Whooping  Cough...  ...  1 

Senility  ...  ...  1 

Tetanus  ..  1 


Female. 

8 

2 

1 

1 

2 
2 
1 

1 

2 
1 
o 
o 

4 

1 

1 

1 
o 

2 
o 

I 

o 


Total. 

16 

4 

4 

3 
“2 

2 
1 
1 

4 

3 
1 

1 

10 

1 

2 

1 

2 
2 

1 

2 
1 


10  Residents  died  in  places  outside  the  Borough  during  1936. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  ) 
of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death-rates  | 
and  Qase-rates  for  certain  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  in  the  year  1938. 


England  and  Wales, 
London, 

122  Great  Towns  and 
143  Smaller  Towns. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


122 

143 

England 

and 

Wales. 

County  Boro's 
and 

Great  Towns 
including 
London. 

Smaller  Towns 

(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census). 

London 

Administrative 

County. 

Births 

Live 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

H-  9 

H-  9 

i5-  3 

13-  3 

Still 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

o-54 

Deaths 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and 

12.  4 

12.  5 

11.  9 

12.  3 

Paratyphoid  fevers 

0.00 

O.OI 

0.00 

0.00 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

O.OI 

Scarlet  fever 

0.01 

O.OI 

O.OI 

O.OI 

Whooping  Cough 

O.O4 

0.04 

0.04 

u.oU 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.08 

0.03 

0.06 

Influenza 

o-45 

o-39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence 

°-54 

o-45 

0.42 

Q-51 

Notifications 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

2-33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

i-93 

Enter,ic  fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Erysipelas 

o-37 

o-43 

°-34 

°-44 

Pneumonia 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

0.18 

V 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  i  year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

58 

62 

55 

60 

Enteritis  under  2  yrs  of  age 

Maternal  Mortality 

5-  8 

7-  9 

3-  2 

12.  0 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

O.97 

")  Net 

Others 

2.26 

\  available. 

Total 

3-23 

Maternal  Mortality 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e.  Live  and  Still) 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

09.4 

1  Not 

Others 

2.17 

V  available. 

Total 

Notifications 

3- 11 

) 

Puerperal  fever  \ 

Puerperal  pyrexia  / 

13-93 

17-59 

11.52 

f  4-i5 

C  H-34 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough. 

(a)  Medical. 

The  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a  part- 
time  appointment  and  is  held  by  J.  G.  Morgan, 
M.R.C.S.  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.) 

Dr.  Day,  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer,  attends 
a  Clinic  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution,  Lamellion 
House,  once  a  month  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculous 
cases  and  also  for  consultations  with  any  Medical 
Practitioners  when  necessary. 

Dr.  E.  YVordley,  of  Plymouth,  carries  out  any 
Bacteriological  or  Pathological  investigations  which 
may  be  necessary. 

Dr.  Rentoul,  the  County  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 
conducts  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution,  Lamellion  House,  once  a  month,  and  an 
experienced  Orthopaedic  Sister  attends  once  a  week  for 
the  treatment  of  approved  cases. 

Dr.  B.  B.  Metcalfe  is  the  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee  and  Institution  and  is 
also  the  Public  Vaccinator. 

(6)  Other  Officers. 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  E,  J.  Hoar,  is  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  He  is  an  Associate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,  a  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
also  a  qualified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

infant  Welfare. 

There  is  a  Voluntary  Welfare  Centre,  which  is 
organised  by  a  strong  Committee  of  Ladies,  and  is 
doing  excellent  work.  There  is  a  large  regular 
attendance  of  mothers  and  their  children.  Many  more 
mothers  from  the  outlying  country  districts  would  like 
to  attend,  but  the  distances  they  have  to  travel  make 
this  impossible  in  many  cases.  The  Medical  Officer 
and  Miss  Tighe,  the  Liskeard  Town  Nurse,  attend 
regularly. 
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This  Centre  is  solely  handicapped  by  the  fact 
that  it  has  no  permanent  quarters.  At  present  the 
Bi-monthly  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Wesleyan  Sunday 
School  by  the  courtesy  and  kindness  of  the  Trustees. 

A  suitable  site  in  the  centre  of  the  Town  has  been 
most  generously  given  for  a  Welfare  Centre  to  be 
jointly  used  by  the  County  Orthopaedic  Clinic  and  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centre.  A  considerable  sum  of  money 
has  also  been  collected  by  Voluntary  Subscriptions. 
Plans  have  been  approved  of  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
first  Welfare  Centre  in  the  County  of  Cornwall  will 

m/ 

be  opened  in  the  coming  year. 

LiskearcS  Gottaga  Hospital. 

This  Institution  continues  to  give  invaluable 
service  to  Liskeard  and  District. 

21  beds  are  available  for  adults  for  both  Medical 
and  Surgical  cases  and  there  are  also  7  cots  for  children. 

During  the  year  1937  there  were  298  In-patients 
and  also  many  hundred  Out-patients. 

Operations  under  anaesthetics  numbered  194. 

Under  the  Plymouth  Voluntary  Hospital  id.  in 
the  £  scheme  94  In-patients  were  treated  in  this 
Hospital,  occupying  beds  for  1,727  days  ;  14  Out¬ 

patients  with  67  attendances  ;  and  39  X-ray  cases. 

Patients  treated  free  during  the  year  were  : — 

In-patients  ...  ...  56 

Out-patients  ...  ...  141 

X-Ray  Patients  ...  ...  72 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  is  a  very  strongly  supported  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  in  the  Town.  The  work  is  purely 
voluntary,  and  it  is  well  and  nobly  done. 

The  present  Motor  Ambulance  is  worn  out,  and 
the  money  is  being  raised  by  Voluntary  Subscriptions 
for  a  new  and  up-to-date  vehicle. 

There  is  absolutely  no  provision  for  the  transport  of 
Infectious  Cases. 
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Fever  Hospital. 

At  present  there  is  no  Hospital  for  the  Isolation 
and  Treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases  such  as  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  etc. 

However,  on  October  28th  a  Conference  was  held 
at  the  Guildhall  at  Bodmin,  and  the  subject  of  an 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  the  combined  Districts 
of  the  Municipal  Boroughs  of  Bodmin,  F owey,  Launces¬ 
ton,  Liskeard  and  Lostwithiel,  the  Urban  Districts  of 
Looe,  Padstow  and  St.  Austell,  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Camelford,  Launceston,  Liskeard,  St.  Austell  and 
Wadebridge  was  thoroughly  discussed. 

Such  a  Hospital  will  be  a  great  boon.  Infectious 
Cases  can  be  sent  at  once  by  Motor  Ambulance  to 
such  a  Centre. 

At  present  all  such  cases  have  to  be  treated  at 
home  and  very  often  the  means  of  isolation  are  very 
unsatisfactory.  Cases  which  are  a  danger  to  the 
community  owing  to  limited  accommodation  and 
similar  reasons,  have  to  be  sent  into  another  County 
to  a  suitable  Hospital  for  isolation  and  treatment. 
Naturally  this  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  and  expensive 
procedure. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 

Water  Supply. 

Source  of  Supply. — Siblyback  and  Crylla  streams  which 
are  impounded  at  Trekieve  Steps,  St.  Cleer,  and  piped  by  means 
of  stoneware  pipes  to  the  reservoir  at  St.  Cleer  Downs. 

These  pipes  are  very  porous  and  the  joints  are  in  many  cases 
made  of  clay,  thus  permitting  the  entrance  of  surface  water  into 
the  water  supply. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  open  up  the  pipe  line  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  a  considerable  amount  of  root  growth  from 
bushes  and  trees  growing  over  the  pipe,  the  roots  finding  their 
way  through  the  defective  joints  and  choking  the  pipe. 

The  reservoirs  at  St.  Cleer  Downs  are  constructed  of 
puddled  clay  faced  with  large  stone  laid  direct  on  the  clay. 
This  form  of  construction  allows  the  growth  of  large  quantities 
of  water  weed  which  has  to  be  removed  from  the  reservoir  every 
year. 

The  eight  inch  trunk  main  has  been  scraped  from  the 
reservoir  to  Lux  Cross  so  as  to  increase  the  amount  of  water 
available  for  Barras  Cross,  Addington,  Greenbank  Road  and 
Golden  Bank,  from  which  districts  complaints  had  been  received 
of  a  shortage  of  water.  This  work  was  carried  out  in  May,  1937, 
and  although  the  mains  are  flushed  out  at  frequent  intervals 
complaints  are  still  received  of  discoloured  water. 

New  Mains. — Only  short  branches  at  Heathlands  Lane  and 
Barras  Cross  to  Home  Park  were  laid  down  during  the  year  ;  the 
Council  postponing  other  work  so  that  it  shall  be  included  in  the 
large  scheme  which  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  their  approval. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  sewerage  system,  which  takes  the  surface  water  from 
the  streets  in  addition  to  sewage,  is  made  up  of  many  types  of 
sewers,  i.e.,  masonry  wall  sewers  which  are  not  water-tight  and 
pollute  the  adjoining  ground,  oval  brick  sewers,  concrete  sewers 
and  stoneware  pipe  sewers. 

Many  of  the  above  were  laid  with  insufficient  cover  and  are 
now  badly  damaged  by  heavy  traffic.  The  following  sewers  are 
known  to  be  faulty,  viz  : — 

Masonry  wall  sewer  from  Dean  Street  to  Dean  Terrace. 

Stoneware  pipe  sewer  from  Dean  Terrace  to  junction  of 
main  sewer  at  western  end  of  Dean  Terrace. 

Stoneware  pipe  sewer  from  Melbourne  Lane  to  outfall 
at  Lanchard  Lane. 

Stoneware  pipe  sewer  from  Old  Road  to  Dean  Terrace. 
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The  sewer  outfalls  are  at  the  following  points  where  the 
sewage  is  discharged  in  an  untreated  state  on  to  the  land  or  into 
streams,  viz  : — 


Gut  Lane 
Station  Road  ... 
Station  Road  ... 
Lanchard  Lane... 


Field  Ordnance  960 

1056 

.  1043 

1062 


In  addition  sewers  for  small  groups  of  houses  discharge  at 
the  following  points  : — 

Trevecca  24  houses  (Wall  drain  for  waste  water,  no  w.c.’s). 

drained  to  Field  Ordnance  659 
Lodge  Hill  23  houses,  w.c.’s,  etc.  ,,  ,,  1170 

New  Road  23  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  1064 

Wadeland  Cottages  and  Lynes  Cottages,  17  houses 

drained  to  Field  Ordnance  1073 
Moorswater,  18  houses  drained  to  opposite  side  of  Main  Rd. 

Scavenging1  and  Street  Cleaning. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  one  man  being 
constantly  employed  on  this  work  with  additional  help  one  day 
a  week,  the  cost  of  this  work  could  be  considerably  reduced  if 
only  the  public  would  refrain  from  throwing  paper,  etc.,  into  the 
roadway. 

Collection  of  House  Refuse. 

The  house  refuse  is  collected  by  a  Contractor  from  the  whole 
of  the  district  (with  the  exception  of  isolated  houses  and  farm 
houses)  once  in  each  week  and  taken  to  an  old  quarry  and  there 
dumped.  Every  effort  is  made  to  obtain  clean  material  to  cover 
the  refuse  with,  but  at  times  it  is  found  impossible  to  do  so 
and  the  dump  becomes  very  objectionable  and  insanitary. 

Complaints  have  been  received  of  a  nuisance  caused  by  the 
men  collecting  the  refuse  who  take  an  open  receptacle  to  collect 
the  refuse  from  blocks  of  houses  which  are  situated  some  distance 
off  the  highwmy. 

There  would  be  a  considerable  saving  in  time  and  money  if 
a  regulation  were  enforced  whereby  occupiers  of  houses  wrould  be 
required  to  deposit  their  dust-bins  either  at  a  point  adjoining  the 
public  highway,  or  where  there  are  back  roads  to  the  houses  over 
which  the  refuse  lorry  can  travel  at  a  point  close  to  the  back  road. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  only  means  of  disinfection  available  is  by  means  of  the 
formalin  lamp  or  spray  ;  this  form  of  disinfection  has  been 
carried  out  in  12  cases  of  diphtheria  and  3  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

It  has  been  found  impossible  to  arrange  satisfactory  isolation 
of  persons  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  where  the  family 
has  onlv  three  or  four  rooms  to  the  house. 

V 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  of  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  52 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...,  ...  o 

Common  Lodging  House. 

The  building  previously  used  as  a  Common  Lodging  House 
has  now  been  closed. 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies. 

Number  of  Producers  and  Wholesale  Dealers  ...  28 

„  Producers  and  Retailers  ...  ...  13 

„  Retailers  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Of  the  above  two  are  retailing  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  in 
the  Borough  and  seven  are  accredited  Producers. 


Slaughter  Houses  and  Meat  Inspection. 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  2 

„  Licenced  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  6 

„  ,,  Knacker’s  Yards  ...  ...  1 

Meat  Inspection. 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  3590 
„  carcases  inspected  ,,  ,,  2876-^ 


Meat  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

95 2  pigs’  heads  and  one  calf  carcase  (affected  with  tuberculosis). 
2  bullock  carcases  (dropsical). 

1  hind  quarter  of  beef  (badly  bruised  and  leg  broken). 

Hind  quarters  of  the  carcase  of  a  pig  (broken  pelvis). 

Housing  Survey  and  Inspection  of  District. 

Housing  Act,  1930. 

Improvement  Area.  Higher  Lux  Street. 

The  position  relating  to  the  above  area  is  as  follows  : — T^e 
Town  Council  has  purchased  and  demolished  the  cottages  at 
Ouiller’s  Court,  and  two  cottages  at  Smith’s  Court,  but  there 
still  remain  in  Smith’s  Court  two  cottages  on  which  a  demolition 
order  has  been  issued. 

Six  cottages  in  Smith’s  Court  have  been  purchased  and 
reconstructed  by  the  Council  under  the  Rural  Workers  Housing  Act 

The  six  houses  at  Nicholl’s  Court  have  not  been  reconstructed 
by  the  owner  and  the  Council  is  now  considering  the  purchase  of 
the  property  for  the  purpose  of  reconstruction  under  the  Rural 
Workers  Housing  Act. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  on  which  demolition  orders  have 
been  issued  : — 

Two  cottages  at  Heathlands  Lane  ;  in  this  case  the  Council 
has  removed  the  roofs  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  walls. 
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Inspection  of  Houses  under  the  Housing;  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  in  accordance  with  the 


Housing  Act,  1936,  for  the  permitted  number 
allowed  to  occupy  each  house,  and  housing 
defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  442 

Houses  with  bedrooms  occupied  in  excess  of  standard 
or  bedrooms  occupied  by  persons  of  different 
sexes  over  the  age  of  ten  years  ...  ...  118 

Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  statutory  notices  issued  under  the  above 

Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  informal  notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  3 


Houses  with  minor  defects  and  of  which  the  owners  have 
been  informed  on  the  form  giving  the  permitted  number  allowed 
to  occupy  each  house  : — 

Number  of  houses  showing  signs  of  dampness  ...  163 

,,  ,,  with  gullies  indoors  ...  ...  7 

,,  „  with  cast-iron  D.  traps  ...  4 

,,  ,,  without  gullies  or  sinks  for  the 

disposal  of  waste  water  ...  4 

„  ,,  with  defective  water  closets  ...  22 

,,  ,,  with  defective  rain  water 

gutters,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  ,,  without  through  ventilation  ...  5 

Inspection  of  Houses  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  houses,  etc.,  inspected  ...  ...  16 


Result  of  inspection,  notices  served  and  work  carried  out — 


Houses  damp 

Statutory  notices 
issued. 

2 

Informal  notices 
issued. 

2 

Dirty  houses 

.  3 

0 

Defective  drains 

I 

2 

Defective  water  supply 

.  3 

0 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  2 

0 

No  through  ventilation 

0 

I 

Deposit  of  offal 

.  1 

0 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  n 


25th  March,  1938. 


E.  J.  HOAR, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Water. 

During  1937  there  were  many  complaints  of  shortage  of 
water  to  the  higher  portions  of  the  town. 

The  Town  Council  decided  to  consult  a  well-known  firm 
of  Water  Engineers.  A  report  was  received  from  these  Engineers 
after  a  thorough  survey  of  the  catchment  area,  pipe  lines,  reservoirs 
and  mains  had  been  made. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  analyses  were  made  and  were 
not  altogether  satisfactory.  The  Report  contained  the  following 
recommendations 

(1)  That  Filtration 

(2)  and  also  Chorination  were  necessary. 

(3)  The  erection  of  a  large  Service  Reservoir  of  a  capacity 

of  250,000  gallons,  with  a  concrete  roof,  in  addition 
to  the  existing  Reservoirs. 

(4)  A  new  Main  to  supplement  the  existing  Main. 

(5)  Also  various  new  Mains  and  connecting  links  between 

these  Mains  throughout  the  Borough. 

Finally,  during  December  it  was  decided  to  send  the  partic¬ 
ulars  of  this  Scheme,  enclosing  estimates,  plans  and  Analyst’s 
reports  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  their  approval. 

I  am  still  very  anxious  about  the  risk  of  contamination  of 
our  water  supply  from  the  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Reservoirs. 

This  is  the  favourite  camping  ground  in  the  district  for  all 
the  van  dw-ellers  and  gipsies,  who  are  attracted  by  the  handiness 
of  the  water  overflow  from  our  Reservoirs.  Most  of  these  people 
are  filthy  in  their  habits.  There  is  absolutely  no  attempt  at  any 
organised  scheme  of  sanitation.  The  land  must  be  heavily 
polluted  for  these  reasons. 

The  pipe-line  at  this  intake  to  the  Reservoirs  is  very  close 
to  the  surface  and  is  by  no  means  impervious  to  surface  drainage 
and  is  easily  liable  to  damage. 

Rag-pickers  and  collectors  of  refuse,  such  as  old  clothes, 
rabbit  skins,  old  bones,  etc.,  frequently  camp  here  for  weeks  or 
months  at  a  time.  The  bushes  around  the  Reservoirs  are  very 
often  heavily  “  decorated”  with  foul  rags  hung  out  to  dry. 

Sea-gulls  and  other  birds  could  easily  pick  up  offal,  rabbit 
skins,  foul  rags  or  human  excrement  and  drop  them  on  these 
Reservoirs. 

Representations  have  been  made  to  the  neighbouring  Local 
Authority  responsible  for  this  area,  who  have  on  occasion  taken 
some  mild  form  of  action,  but  no  permanent  cure  has  been 
effected.  In  a  week  or  so  the  conditions  are  exactly  the  same. 
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I  consider  that  this  appalling  condition  of  affairs  should  be 
remedied  in  the  immediate  future  at  all  costs. 

One  Typhoid  carrier,  camping  in  this  area,  might  easily  be 
the  primary  cause  of  a  very  serious  epidemic. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

On  this  subject  I  can  only  repeat  my  remarks  of  previous 
years.  The  Sewerage  System  remains  in  the  same  unsatisfactory 
condition.  In  the  near  future  a  suitable  drainage  and  sewage 
disposal  system  will  have  to  be  seriously  considered  by  this 
Council. 


Schools. 

The  Sanitary  conditions  and  Water  Supply  of  the  Public 
Elementary  and  Secondary  Schools  are  quite  satisfactory  and 
there  is  nothing  to  report. 


Housing. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 


(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  458 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — no  record  kept. 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1^23  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44^ 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose — no  record  kept. 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  314 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers.  ...  ...  ...  3 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — - 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 :  t 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  o 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(б)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  o 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 

lition  Orders  were  made  or  undertakings  given 
by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit ...  o 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV, — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  —  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  11 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein— not  recorded. 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  36 

(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  o 

(e) . — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowd¬ 

ing  conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 
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Tuberculosis, 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


Age 

Periods. 


New  Cases. 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 

M  F  M  F 


15  —  —  — 

35  ~  —  —  — 

35  -  1  —  ~  — 

45  ...  1  1  —  — 

55  •••  —  1 

65  ...  —  —  —  1 

and  upwards 


Deaths. 

Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 

M  F  M  F 


I 

I 


Totals  2  1  —  2...  —  —  —  2 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1937. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

0 

O 

O 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

O 

O 

Diphtheria 

.  •  •  •  •  l6 

O 

2 

Enteric  Fever  (inc. 

Paratyphoid)  1 

I 

I 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Y 

Resident  out  of  District. 
200 

Pneumonia 

II 

O 

I 

Polio-encephalitis 

I 

I 

I 

An  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in  the  early  half  of  the  year  was 
very  worrying.  There  were  sixteen  cases,  with  two  deaths.  The 
first  two  cases  occurred  at  the  end  of  March  in  a  boy  and  girl, 
both  about  five  years  old.  No  connection  between  these  cases 
could  be  traced. 

On  May  4th  two  small  boys  about  eight  years  of  age 
developed  Diphtheria  and  then  six  other  small  boys  about  the 
same  age  were  notified  as  Diphtheria. 

There  was  then  a  lull  and  then  between  May  29th  and 
July  2 1st  eight  more  cases  occurred.  Of  this  total  of  sixteen 
cases  twelve  were  small  boys  attending  the  same  Council  School 
and  seven  were  from  the  same  class-room.  Wholesale  swabbing 
of  the  throats  of  all  the  boys  who  used  this  room  failed  to  find  a 
Carrier.  Of  course  thorough  repeated  disinfection  was  carried 
out  of  the  class-room  and  all  its  contents. 
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In  fact  the  extreme  step  of  closing  the  School  from  May  ioth 
to  May  2 ist  inclusive  was  taken. 

After  the  School  re-opened  three  more  small  boys  developed 
Diphtheria  and  then  the  outbreak  ceased. 

All  efforts  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  failed  completely. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

1.— Inspection  ©f  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Number  of  Occupiers 
Premises.  Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecuted. 


Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

Workshops  (including  Work¬ 
shop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  (other  than  Out¬ 
workers’  Premises) 

Total 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  &  Workplaces. 

NIL. 

3. — Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  198. 

NIL. 


With  the  exception  of  the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria, 
already  referred  to,  the  general  health  of  the  Borough 
has  been  very  good. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  report. 


JOHN  G.  MORGAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
Borough  of  Liskeard. 


